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WOOD PULP VENEERS. 

LBRELL of Frohuleiten has prepared 
. by an ingenious method, a wood pulp 
to be used as veneers such as are 
employed by cabinet makers for the cover- 
ing and finishing of soft wood furniture. 
He has patented the method of prepara- 
tion and named the product Wood Pulp 
Veneer. We are in possession of several 
specimens of soft wood which are covered 
with this pulp and have exactly the ap- 
pearance and properties of well veneered 
wood. The inventor writes us that it has 
been tried by an experienced cabinet 
maker and is very well adapted for black 
and old German furniture ; it can also be 
utilized, as the sample shows, for graining 
and as it does not split and expands 
equally in aU directions. The method of 
producing is similar to that used ,in mak- 
ing pulps in general. 

In the sample before us the wdod pulp 
veneers can only be distinguished from the 
genuine •wood veneers by the cross sections. 
The surfaces are smooth, and in our esti- 
mation the material is well apapted for 
covering flat spaces, such as door and 
chest panels. We do not doubt, however, 
that obtuse angles and round concave 
mouldings can also be covered with it. 
If it should turn out that -wood veneers 
can really be replaced by it, the in- 
vention has a not unimportant future, 
since the veneer pulp can be produced at 
a much lower cost than the veneers which 
are cut from the most expensive woods. 

The inventor is desirous of selling his 
patent, and will cheerfully give informa- 
tion to any one interested. The present 
condition of the pulp industries are not 
unfavorably to the production of special 
articles. 



MR. OTIS WATTLES. 

IF there is one thing that the modern 
educated young man or young woman 

wishes more than another, it is that 
he, or she, might possess a photograph 
camera. The invention of photography 
has given a new charm to life and an 
additional reason why it is, worth living. 
How often in our rambles in, the country, 
or in our walks in the city, have we not 
wished to have had the means of accur- 
atly recording the precise features of a 
scene in nature or human life that charm- 
ed us, but which has vanished never more 
to be seen again. Our memory recalls a 
thousand charming scenes the eye has 
beheld, but how dim, and vague, and 
useless are the pictures on the tablets of 
memory, compared with those that may 
be limned by the camera, with the actual 
reflections of light and shade from the 
object itself. 

These and a thousand other considera- 
tions point to the fact that if you would 
make your friend a present that would 
give him or her the liveliest satisfaction, 
you cannot do better than purchase a 
photograph camera. There is the portable 
camera, that stands upon its tripod, which, 
thanks to the existance of dry- plates, is 
available for making pictures in any situa- 
tion. There is also the world famed "Kodak," 
which has been founded upon the motto 
"You press the button and we do the 
rest," a wonderful little instrument, and a 
model triumph- of the ingenuity of the 



human mind in matters relating to photo- 
graphy. 

Having discovered the most pleasurable 
form of scientific and artistic recreation, 
it only remains for us to find the best 
place wherein to purchase the apparatus. 
If there is one place more than another 
where all the different kinds of cameras 
can be examined and tested, and where 
prices are lowest,' that place is the store 
belonging to Mr. Otis Wattles in the build- 
ing of Messrs. Gall & Lembke, No. 13 
Union Square, New York. There is this 
advantage in dealing with Mr. Wattles, 
that he makes a specialty of coaching 
amateurs in the actual work of taking ■ 
successful photographs. He is at all times 
willing to give time and advice, free of 
charge to his customers, and a lady, or 
gentleman, entirely ignorant of the subject 
of photography can learn more from Mr. 
Wattles in fifteen minutes, than by spend- 
ing a week in reading the various hand- 
books that are composed for the purpose 
of explaining how to become a successful 
photographer. "I take pride" says Mr. 
Wattles, "in making every amatuer under- 
stand clearly the principles of photography, 
and it gives me a sincere pleasure to see 
them become successful photographers." 
The result of such liberality has been to 
give Mr. Otis Wattles an exceptionally 
large business, for his customers know that 
in buying /a camera at his store they are 
also absolutely certain of knowing how to 
use it, an advantage not to be obtained 
from any other dealer in photographic 
apparatus. 



FREDERICK BECK & CO. 

THE output of new papers by this well 
known firm fully sustain its repu- 
tation as manufacturers of wall 
papers of the highest quality. Their 
range of hand printed goods contains 
many charming novelties, 'which are sure 
to be highly appreciated, both by the 
dealer and the general public. 

There is a line of raised papers where 
in the pattern is both raised and outlined 
with embossing, which runs through all 
colors both in contrasting and self tints. 
The designs are chiefly floral patterns, 
and we mention in particular a pansy 
motive, wherein clusters of raised flowers 
in their natural colors are very realestic- 
ally produced. Another prominent device 
is the hydrangea, which forms a heavy 
mosaic of raised, multicolored petals on 
beautifully contrasting grounds. The 
stems and leaves are in gold relief. 

Their choice brocade patterns are pro- 
duced in all bronze colors, many of the 
patterns being pressed in low relief. > In all 
these wall papers some are printed in flat 
tints, others are gilt, and quite a number 
possess a satin mica finish that is extremely 
attractive. 

There is a new line of metalized patent 
relief papers. These papers more nearly 
resemble illuminated leather papers, but 
are a special manufacture of the firm. 
Nothing could exceed the extraordinary 
richness and diversification of the designs 
presented which are emblazoned and 
burnished with every possible tint. 

In their canvas hangings many new 
patterns are exhibited and another novel 
feature pf the present seasons goods is the 
manufacture of paper hangings with a 



rough canvas embossing in imitation of 
of the real textile fabric. When the two 
hangings are placed side by side it is im- 
possible, at a little distance, to distinguish 
between the paper and the" woven hemp. 

Another beautiful idea consists in 
producing a line of choice flat tints, each 
motive being- illustrated with a blending 
of bronzed tints, which produce a charm- 
ing paper. 

In hand gilts there are beautiful 
Arabian patterns with bewildering involu- 
tions of motive and colors. There is a 
book filled with Empire friezes, another' 
of gold mosaics, and another with tapestry 
effects. In gilts, one of the most charm- ■ 
ing ideas we have eves seen is the produc- 
tion of a gold diaper pattern on a ground 
on which is printed large floral motives 
in brilliant flat tints. One of these motives 
is a detached repeat of the Japanese lily ; 
another is a bouquet of roses, etc. The 
honeysuckle, in detached powderings, is 
printed in cream on a drab mica ground. 
The frieze to match is similarly produced 
with the addition of a brigbt salmon 
colored classic wreaths, outlined in gold. 
The effect is extremely charming. 

The most original line of all consists 
of a line of raised papers denominated 
" Silk Hangings." The peculiarity in 
these papers is that in the embossing a 
web of real silk gauze is pressed into the 
substance of the paper, and its appearence 
on the surface produces a charming and 
novel effect. By N this method the designs 
look like lace work, and are tinted and 
decorated in every conceivable color. 



NEW BOOKS. 



The School and Family Atlas op the Would. 
By James Monteith is one Of toe latest publications 
of A. S. Barnes & Company of New. York and 
Chicago. This Atlas is descriptive, historical and 
statistical, and in addition to its maps is illustrated 
with a great number of fine engravings, illustrating 
the scenery, cities, public buildings, produce and 
various industries of the United States. Some of the 
maps are drawn, in .relief shading, showing the 
physiography of the country as a whole. The indi- 
vidual maps are carefully drawn and beautifully, 
colored, the boundary of each country and state 
being clearly exhibited. Not only are the various 
states of the Union illustrated but the remaining 
portions of the world are thus graphically portrayed. 
There are transcontinental views of Europe, Asia, 
Africa and America. All the important towns are 
shown, together with the islands, mountains and 
rivers. In fact, we do not know of any publication 
that possesses an equal amount of interest to the 
square inch as a work of this kind, for geography is 
one of the most fascinating of studies. The letter- 
press, while necessarily condensed, gives a graphic 
account of the history, physiography and commercial 
importance of every country. 

To the work is added a series of topical reviews 
for study, examination and reference. We have no 
hesitation in pronouncing it the finest school atlas we 
have yet seen. It is bound in cloth with morocco 
back, and would form a fine gift for a school boy. 

The History op Art. For Art Students, and 
Tourists in Europe. By William Henry Goodyear, 
late curator of the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 
This is another of A. S. Barnes & Company's new 
publications. It is second edition, which has been 
revised and enriched by fre6h illustrations of the 
famous sculptures of antiquity, as well as numerous 
pictures and frescoes by the most famous artists 
which are reproduced by fine engravings, printed in 
almost every color, the beautiful tints giving addi- 
tional interest to the subject of the pictures. There 
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are illustrations of modern architecture, Egyptian, 
Greek, Roman, Byzantine, Romanesque, Gothic and 
Renaissance architecture ; Persian, Egyptian and 
Greek sculpture. There are reproductions of the 
Egyptian and Greco-Roman paintings, Byzantine 
mosaics, Italian paintings, Flemish, German and 
Dutch paintings, Spanish and French paintings. 
The views of buildings range from the temples of 
Egypt and Greece to the new opera house in Paris 
and the Queen Anne villas at Newport. 

The text contains a great number of illustrations, 
showing details of architecture and sculpture with 
parts of friezes from Greek and Roman temples and 
columns. 

For people ~who cannot affort to make a journey 
to the Old World to witness the splendors of art, 
such a work as this will prove invaluable by reason 
of its putting before the American reader artistic 
reproductions of world famed architecture, sculpture 
and painting. The history of art is traced from the 
earliest ages down to the nineteenth century. The 
book is an historical study of art, rather than a book 
Of technical criticism. No person's education is 
complete without that great culture that comes from 
the study of art, as well as literature. The work is 
extremely attractive, both externally and internally, 
and is bound partly in crimson and partly in cream 
cloth, the latter beiDg stampedin gold. 

Amateur House Decoration. A paper read 
before the Edinburgh Architectural Association. 
With seven illustrations. By John Marshall, M. A. 

This admirable, essay on Amateur House Decora- 
tion has appeared to us so full of vital truths con- 
nected with the subject in which we are particularly 
interested, that we have done the pamphlet the 
honor of reproducing it entirely in our pages. 

The illustrations are from sketches taken in the 
author's house, which show very refined and artistic 
interiors, the chief merit, of which is that the various 
chairs, tables, pictures, etc., seems to have fallen 
each exactly in its own place, producing a sense of 
delightful repose and serenity totally different to the 
fuss and excitement that fills so many houses nowa- 
days, where the owners do not possess the necessary 
artistic instinct to know what article to retain and 
what to dispense with. The secret of Mr. Marshall's 
method of decoration is described in his own words 
as follows : 

" The one. absolutely irredeemable thing abont the 
ordinary methods of furnishing is that they are the 
result of an external dictation. The trouble is that 
so many people furnish their bouses at hap-hazard, 
and in the main insist on nothing but that, they 
should be as much like those of the mob around 
them as possible." 

In anotherplace he also says : " Amidst the strain 
and rush of all these windy movements of fashiom 
there remain always a few houses at least which 
are really well furnished ; those in which every single 
bit of decoration has its existence there, and its 
place and its use, for reasons special to the families 
and the individuals who possess them. Such houses 
have race in them. They are significent and have 
that final and essential charm which comes of real 
human feeling that, having, passed through culti- 
vated personal thought, has become fixed in appro- 
priate form. The equality of good furnishing is, to 
my mind, exactly the quality of a fine picture. It is 
the true and complete expression of human feeling 
not abstracted form, but rather realized through, 
individual character and style." 

Thus the whole secret of house furnishing is laid 
bare, and we think our readers will thank us for 
having reproduced this brilliant essay on a subjuct 
that requires so lucid and explanation. 



THE MONTHLY MAGAZINES. 



From a perusal of the December Arena, we have 
. come to the conclusion that the journal is destined 
to become one of the most powerful engines of pro- 
gress and civilization issuing from the printing 
press. The articles published, are, all of them, on 
profoundly interesting topics, and are from the pen 
of the be6t writers. The conductors of this wide 
awake publication are to be congratulated in their 



choice of so vital a philosophy as that which fills 
their pages. 

The questions discussed are "The Christian Doc- 
trine of non-Resistance." by Count Tol6toi and the 
Rev. Adin Ballou. Helen H. Gardner presents a 
vivid and ghastly picture of the Island wherein New 
York City's dead are buried, and its unfortunate in- 
habitants. The Rev. Lyman Abbott defines Chris- 
tianity, and A. C. Wheeler in his terse and brilliant 
style dissects, the personality or Dion Boucicault. 
There are portraits of Helen H. Gardner, Hamlin 
Garland, Tolstoi and the Rev. Lyman Abbott. 

The Arena is published by The Arena Publishing 
Company, Boston Mass., at five dollars per annum. 

Rudtabd Kipling contributes the complete novel 
" The Light That Failed," to the January number of 
Lippihcott's Magazine Kipling is attracting more 
attention at present than any other living writer. 
His force and originality have taken the world by 
storm. "The Light That Failed " is this brilliant 
author's first novel and fully justifies the expecta- 
tions he has raised by his remarkable short stories. 
It is the story of an artist's life and love, and Kipling 
shows that he fully understands an artist's outlook 
upon life, and his hopes, expectations and fears. 
It is his comprehension of the inner and outer life of 
men, and his ability to portray both, that is the 
secret of Kipling's power. In him what is called 
realism and idealism are blended. The love story 
running through this powerful novel is a striking 
and original one, and altogether the story is one that 
nobody should fail to read. 

The Faultless Work op Great Poets. — Edmund 
Gosse in the January Forum, states that it is usually 
said in hasty generalization, that the poetry of the 
present age is unique in the extreme refinement of 
its exterior mechanism. Those who say this are not 
aware that the great poets whose virile simplicity 
and robust carelessness of detail they applaud have 
almost without exception been scrupulously atten- 
tive to form. No modem writer has been so learned 
in rhythm as Milton, so faultless in rhyme arrange- 
ment as spencer. But what is true is that a care for 
form and a considerable skill in the technical art of 
verse have been acquired by writers of a lower order, 
and that this sort of perfection is no longer the hall- 
mark of a great master. We may expect it, there- 
fore, to attract less attention in the future, although, 
assuredly, the bastard jargon of Walt Whitman, and 
kindred returns to sheer barbarism, will not be ac- 
cepted.. Technical perfection will more and more be 
taken as a matter of course, as a portion of the poet's 
training which shall be as indispensable and as little 
worthy of notice as that a musician should read his 
notes correctly. 

The North American Review, for January, 
1891, begins the 152 volume of this standard publica- 
tion, which was established seventy-six years ago. 
The articles published by this epoch-shaping publi- 
cation are on lively subjects of prominent interest, 
and its pages reflect the ideas of every sect, party 
and school of thought. The Irish question, the 
Indian question and the question of Immigration, all 
of which are considered in the January issue, show 
the wide and unpartisan policy of the journal. Its 
writers are beyond all question the ablest exponents 
of the various topics selected for discussion. 

Itis published monthly at No. 3 East 14lh Street, 
New York City. 

The Decorator and Furnisher, Published at 
150 Nassau Street, New York City. Price $4.00 a 
year. In these days when quotations are sprinkled 
over the festive boards, and stare the diner-out 
from menu and napkin and plate card, something 
fresh is ever in demand. The August number of 
The Decorator and Furnisher contains several 
colums of appropriate and clever quotations which 
housekeepers will welcome. The same number 
' has an interesting article on Porcelain, with large 
illustrations of different wares. The most interest- 
ing contribution, however, is the description of a 
Pompeiian villa .which Mr. Franklin Smith is repro- 
ducing in all its grandeur and detail at Saratoga. 
A plan of the building and four photographic illus- 
trations of the interior are added. — Fremont Journal, 
Fremont, Ohio. 



BO OKS 

FOR 

ARTISTS, AMATEURS, DESIGNERS, 
AND DECORATORS. 



The following Books wiU be sent, postage paid, on 
receipt of price. Address, 

THE ART-TRADES PUBLISHING & PRINTING CO., 

ISO Nassau Street, New York. 



L'Ornement Polychrome. By M. A. Racinet. 
This standard work contains 120 colored plates, 
showing examples of decorative work in every style 
of art. Price $60.00. 

A Grammar of Coloring, applied to decorative 
painting: and the arts. By George Field. A 
handy exposition of the origin and properties of 
color. Price $1.25. . 

A Grammar of Ornament. By Owen Jones. 
This book contains 112 colored plates in vivid colors, 
representing the 'various styles of ornament. Price 
$35.00. 

Compositions Decoratifs. By Alph Floquet. A 
portfolio containing 40 plates in the Renaissance 
style. Price $15.00. 

Salon Illustroe for 1889-1890. Each volume, 
bound in cloth, Gilt. Price $4.00. 

IVEzposition de Paris, 1889. This work con- 
tains hundreds of illustrations of the greatest possi- 
ble interest to architects and decorators. Two 
volumes, quarto, per vol. $6.50. 

Dictionnaire de I/Amueblement et de la De- 
coration. By Henry Havard. This work is a per- 
fect encyclopedia of everything that appertains to 
furniture and decoration. It contains hundreds of 
illustrations of furniture, drapery, iron work, brick- 
a-brack, jewelery, etc. Price $16.00. 

The Costumes of All Nations. This work con- 
tains colored lithographs of the costumes of all 
nations, beginning with the earliest times and com- 
ing down to the present era. An invaluable work 
dramatists and decorators. Reduced price $20.00. 

Paris. By Vitu. This large quarto volume con- 
tains 500 illustrations of the interior and exterior of 
buildings in Paris, and is practically given away at 
the price named, which is much below cost. Price 
$7.00. 

Le Salon for 1889-1890. By Baschet. Three 
magnificent volumes are filled with exquisite repro- 
ductions of Salon pictures by the heliotype process, 
each picture being in itself a work of art, the differ- 
ent plates being produced in various soft tints. 
Price, each volume. $18.00 

Le Ku du Salon for 1888, 1889 and 1890, 
and Le Nu du Salon des Champs de Mars, 
for 1889 and 1890. With sympathetic descriptions 
by Armand Silvestre. These five volumes are all that 
have been, as yet, published of this popular series 
of photographic illustrations of the nude pictures 
'exhibited in the Salons referred to, Each volume 
contains some 32 photographs of the famous pictures 
and statues, and each photograph is accompanied 
by several pages of descriptive letter press in the 
French. Price, each volume, $2.50. 

Elementary Principles of Ornament. By James 
Ward. The contents of this book consist of a series 
of lectures delivered to the students of the Maccles- 
field School of art, England, by the author, who is 
Head Master of the school. It has been published 
for the use of students of art, more particularly 
those who have made a special study of design. Price, 
$3.00. (See notice in September, 1890, issue.) 

Lessons in Decorative Design. By Frank G. 
Jackson. Mr. Jackson is the second master in the 
Birmingham Municipal School of Art. This admir- 
able work has been prepared to. assist students in 
their early decorative attempts by showing them the 
constructive origin of ornamentation, and the pro- 
fuse illustrations make clear the guiding principles 
and orderly methods that underlie true decoration of 
every kind. It is an admirable work. Price, $3.00. 
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